LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI PATEL

other circumstances denied to his three brothers1. All these
however, are my conjectures. Our duty in the matter is to
encourage and develop whatever good we observe in our children
The rest must depend on the working out of their prarabdha2

You have two daughters-in-law, at any rate, of the* same
calibre as your sons. Having known Kashi and Santok I have
always felt that I have been granted such tender-hearted 'children
because of some former good deeds of mine. They have spared no
pains to meet my wishes and have made my work here very easy

As if fortune had not favoured me enough already, respected
Kalabhai3 also wants to entrust his son to me. I am not the one
to fight shy of accepting additional responsibilities, and my con-
science tells me that I have perfect faith in God.

deepest regards Jhm

MOHANDAS
[PS.]

As Chi. Harilal was with you about a month ago, the letter*
to him is addressed c/o you,

daput regards from

MOHANDAS

From the Gujarati original in Gandhiji's hand: CLW,  5637
Courtesy: Narandas Gandhi

282. LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI PATEL

GAPE TOWN,
Phagan Sud 4 [March 1, 1914]

DEAR RAOJIBHAI,

I have your letter. It has indeed been a deliverance for
Nepal5* I have known his wife to be a hard-hearted woman. Death
should make us think of our duty and fill us with contempt for
the body, but inspire no fear. It seems that a man does not
suffer excessively even when he is burnt to death. When the pain

1 Chhaganlal, Maganlal and Narandas

2 Accumulated merit or demerit of past lives

3 LakshmidaSj Gandhiji's eldest brother

4 Vide "Letter to Harilal Gandhi", pp, 367-9,

5 An indentured Indian who had lived near the Phoenix Settlement with
his wife, also indentured. Lying ill in bed, he was burnt to death when his hut
caught fire. His wife had iU-treafced him because he was of a bwer caste,